Sent to Susan Reid, Free Press editorial page editor on 4/4/05

Your recent editorial on health care (4/3/05) referred to the Governor's opposition to the Health Care Committee's draft proposal because he suggested it could "cost hundreds of millions of dollars." 

As I'm sure you know, all such proposals are predicated on the assumption that the necessary taxes would replace current premium and out of pocket expenditures. Thus, they may require new taxes but no new expenditures. 

I have no doubt that the Governor knows this too. But while he may choose to try and scare people with such misleading statements, I see no reason why you should allow the Free Press to be an arm of his PR machine if you know that he's misrepresenting the facts. 

I have run numbers on possible revenue schemes for a universal system and almost everyone who is currently paying into the system would come out ahead with a modest and mildly progressive tax (income & payroll). Forget what you heard from the old Lewin report because the funding scheme was based on some bad assumptions. We can make this work.

And finally, we could all speculate on the reasons why Douglas beat Clavelle. But to suggest that it somehow reflects support for the Governor's approach to the problem is a real stretch. Indeed, you could just as easily say that the solid Democratic majorities in both houses is an even stronger indication of a desire for fundamental change. 

Doug Hoffer
